
Living Water – Small Change for Big Change 

 

How to get your congregation on board… 

 

1. Promotional materials are available from Dianne Johnson at Lord of Life.  Call 

for a copy of a three minute promotional DVD.  

2. Show the DVD and hand out promotional materials to your Pastor, council, 

outreach or social ministry teams.  Plan a Sunday to kick off your event and hold 

an adult forum or show the DVD during the worship service. 

3. Find something like a bucket, wooden well, plastic water bottle or African basket 

to collect coins each week or month. 

4. Find one or two church members to count and roll the coins.  Most banks will still 

accept rolled coins for deposit at no charge.  Deposit the funds into a designated 

account at your church. 

5. If you are in a small size congregation find other congregations that would like to 

partner with you in this endeavor.  It will allow you to reach a project goal more 

quickly and develop partnerships for future ministry opportunities. 

6. Ask the congregation and community for ideas of water projects to sponsor.  Have 

them turn in grant request forms.  Form a committee to review ideas and select 

where to give your donations. 

7. Communicate often with your congregation – how much has been raised, what 

projects you are saving for and most importantly let them know when projects 

have been completed and who is benefiting from their gifts. 

 

FAQ’s 

 

What will these funds be used for? 

These funds will be distributed for water and sanitation projects.  Groups going on 

mission trips could apply for funds or the board could distribute funds to be used through 

organization such as Lutheran World Federation.  Projects are not limited to overseas.  

During times of natural disaster the need for water and sanitation is critical at any 

location.  There are also still many areas in the United States that struggle with access to 

water. 

 

Where can I learn more about water issues? 

Below are two excellent web sites.  There is a lot of information available on line from 

many sources but I found these to do a great job of presenting the information in a 

readable, positive way. 

http://www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/  

http://www.unicef.org/wes/index.html  

 

Why include sanitation projects? 

Sanitation projects are critical to maintaining progress made with water projects.  If a 

community doesn’t protect it’s new found water source from contamination from animals 

and sewage it hasn’t gained anything.  These projects need to go hand in hand to bring 

the benefit of health to a community. 

http://www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/
http://www.unicef.org/wes/index.html


 

If we are doing projects anywhere why are all the photos from Africa? 

This is where I have traveled and have access to photos.  The need for water is found on 

every continent.  At this time East Africa is among the areas of the world with the most 

work to accomplish and is least likely to meet the Millennium Development Goals in the 

areas of water and sanitation by 2015.  Their need is great but it doesn’t mean that all our 

funds will necessarily go there. 

 

How can my group receive funding for a project? 

We will soon put together an application form for requests for funding.  Anyone can 

apply for a project that they are willing to oversee.  The board will review the requests 

and make decisions on which projects to fund and how much funding they will give. 


